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~e rost arbitious experiment in salmon conservabion ever uﬁdevtaken—~ he
transnlenting of large runs of salmon from their znative spawnine grounds atove
Grend Couiee Dom to lower tributaries of the Colunbia——met its craulel test during
the scason just cwdpd and wes nroved successful, it wes reported today to Secretarv

of the Interior Earold L. Ickes.
Salmoin ascending the um T of the Columbie iner this vear ere not at-
temmting to go sbove Grend Coulec as thelr ancestors lwwz Cone for countless
ZEener ithﬂS*-lAQtu?& they are sseking the streans to which their parents were
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transplentec four years ago in o th selmon relocation wroject, according to
Dr. Ira ¥. Gebrielsen, DlruCtOT of the U. S, Fish and Wilélife Service.

Teaching some 35,000 salion a year to change Ceeply rocted hebits hag been
accomplished bv 501entlst of the Fish and Wildlife Service -and was made necessary
when the completion of Grand Coulee Dam-~553 feet high or more than three times
as kigh as hlﬁg, ra~~prevented an important part of the Columbials salmon runs
from reaching their native spawning grounds in the headwaters of the river.

Beginning in 1939, the salmon have been trapwed each year in the fish ladders
at Rock Island Dam, 150 miles downmstream from Grand Coulee, ZRefrigerated tank
trucks carry them, some to hatcheries, others to selected streams Delow Grand
Coulee where they are released in en effort to transfer the runs to these lower
tributaries.

Salmon fry reared from the eggs of the fish that are teken to ratcheries
have also been planted in the streams velow Grand Coulee.

The first significant test of the success of the experiment was made this
sumner when the progeny of the salmon transplanted in 1939 returned ss svawning
adults. Although the trapping of all salmon at Rock Island hes been continued
this year as a precautionary measure, nearly 2,000 were released f{rom the traps
and. allowed to continue their migration.
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Carefl watch vas kept at Grand Coulee for any migrants
vtc‘aer—~vell nast the

to ressch the ancestral spawning grounds. By the end of S
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peak of the salmon season—--none of the migrants had appesred at Grend Coulee. More
than 300 of them, however, had been observed in the tributaries to vhich their
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parents had been transplented.

This change in the mizratory habits of a whole generation of salmon does not
interfere with the well-knowr homing instinet of salwon, according to Dn.Gabrielsors
it merely tokes advantagze of a special feature of this instinct that has ocen
undervtood'only receatly. Contrary to the popular impression, salmon return to
the spawning grounds of their ancestors only if this is the place vhere they thom-
selves lived as fry. If the eggs or young fish nave been transferred to other
suitable weters, the selmon will return at maturity to the stream to vhich they
were transplanted.

Although various vlantings of hatchpry—rearud salmon have irndicated that these
fish return to DL”CGQ vhich they "remember® as in V1dmcls, the mass trangplante-
tion of the runs native to the upner Columbia has ﬂrov*aou the first larzc-scale
testing of the th 1COTY . A similar soalvasc program i being undertaken on the
Sacramento River telow Shasta Dem, Dr. Gabrielson. nid.

Trapping and transplanting of fish at Rock Island in 1942 completed the trans-
for of one comnlietc xcl g, for most of the salmon reburning this y are the off-
spring of the 1939 runs. .However, trapping was contimned thie scason pending the
oubcome of - the test “c7eese of tﬂb 2,000 salmon, Since no strays were roported
"o much larger proportion-—possibly all——of the adult salmon will be released at
Rock Island next year," Dr, Gabrielson said.

Altboubh four species of salmon and the related steelhead trout - entor the
Columbia, only the chinoolr and blueback salmon spawn 1n the tributeries of the
upner Colu:bla in important numbers. The chinook is the largest and best kuown
of the Columbia River salmon, aversgins about 22 pouads. The uluvbmck, Known as
Mred salmon! in Alaska, is the most valuable salmon in nri er pound.,
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